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BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON OCEAN, MARINE RESOURCES, & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 
Hawaii State Legislature, February 14, 2017 

   
House Bill No. 1297 
Relating to Hawaiian Sovereignty 

 
Aloha Chair Ing, Vice Chair Gates, and Members of the Committee: 

 
 

The Ka Lahui Hawaii Political Action Committee (KPAC) opposes HB 1297 Relating to Protecting 
Privacy of Beneficiary Information. 
 
This Bill which provides State support for the Department of Interior (DOI) Rule to facilitating a 
government to government relationship with the Native Hawaiian community and provides OHA 
more leverage to continue on their out of control spending on Federal Recognition. 
 
Here is a review of the facts: 

 1893 the Hawaiian Kingdom was an independent nation that was wrongfully 
overthrown by a small group of American Businessmen with the assistance of the US 
military. 

 1898 Hawaiʻi was unlawfully annexed by the US by a joint resolution of US House 
and Senate (Newlands Resolution) rather than by a Treaty which was required by US 
law to “legally” annex Hawaiʻi. 

 Approximately, 1.8 million acres of valuable crown and government lands of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom were transferred to the US control without the consent of the 
Hawaiian people or nation. 

 The Hawaiian people never directly relinquished their claims to their cultural and 
political rights to sovereignty as a people or over their national lands to the United 
States, either through their monarchy or through a plebiscite or referendum (1993 
US Apology Bill). 

 In 1959 Hawaii was taken off the United Nations (UN) list of Non-Self-Governing 
Territories eligible for decolonization by the statehood vote, which did not give 
independence as an option. 
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 In 2007 the UN recognizes the rights of all indigenous peoples to Self-determination 
or to freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social 
and cultural development (UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples). 

 Options for Hawaiʻi as a Nation 1) Stay as we are 2) Federal Recognition by the US as 
an Tribe 3) Compact of Free Association and 4) an Independent Nation. One 
pathway is to return Hawaii to the United Nation’s list of Non-Self Governing 
Territories and request that the UN supervise a referendum or vote on the ALL the 
above options.  A second route is to bring our case before the International Criminal 
Court. 

 In June and July of 2014, hundreds of Hawaiians testified on every major island at 
the DOI hearings over 90% were AGAINST the creation of a process that would result 
in the “reestablishment of a government to government relationship with the Native 
Hawaiian community”.  However, these testimonies were not counted. 

Myself and a team of researchers have reviewed the written comments provided to the DOI on the 
proposed rule entitled “Procedures for Reestablishing a Formal Government to Government 
Relationship with the Native Hawaiian community” (ANPRM) in 2014 and the related Advance 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in 2015 that were submitted and have found that most of 
these comments do not represent the voice of the Kanaka Maoli people who will be the most 
adversely affected by the DOI Proposed Rule to facilitate the reestablishment of a government-to-
government relationship with the Native Hawaiian community.   

In September, 2017 the Department of Interior Rule was finalized and currently does not provide 
any lands for Native Hawaiians except for Kahoolawe, takes all federally held lands off the table, 
does not provide for reparations for the Kanaka Maoli people, and gives the US and its agents 
immunity from any Kanaka Maoli lawsuit.  As people of the ‘aina, Kanaka Maoli have a special 
relationship with the land and our health and well-being are intricately tied to our relationship with 
our land.  What is more disturbing about the final DOI Rule is the requirement of at least 9,000 
Hawaiian Home Commission Act eligible Kanaka Maoli to ratify any constitution being submitted 
for recognition to this process.  To date there has been no meaningful consultation with the HHCA 
eligible Kanaka and what so called “nationhood” via this process would mean to their rights and 
entitlements.  

Concerns regarding the DOI Rule making process: 

1.  For the 2014 ANPRM there were only 5,164 comments received and accepted by the DOI 
which is less than 1% of the total 527,077 Native Hawaiian population (2010 Census) in the 
US.  Obviously, Native Hawaiians have not been given enough notice and education about 
what this Rule is and what it means for our people. 

2.  The Native Hawaiian Roll Commission (NHRC) submitted 741 mostly unsigned comments 
in support of the ANPRM stating they represent 120,000 Kanaka Maoli.  The NHRC was 
created from State of Hawaiʻi Legislation, Act 195, with the sole purpose of creating and 
certifying a Native Hawaiian Roll—their purpose is not to lobby the DOI on behalf of Native 
Hawaiians to reestablish a government-to-government relationship between the US and the 
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Native Hawaiian community.  Not only were most of these comments unsigned, they were 
all submitted between August 18-19, 2014 which raises suspicions and questions about the 
validity of these comments and if they truly represent 741 legitimate Native Hawaiian 
and/or community voices.   

3.  For the 2014 ANPRM there were 1,831 Imua Hawaiʻi postcard testimonies submitted 
that totaled 1,831 comments which were all in support of the promulgation of the DOI 
Rule. Imua Hawai’i is funded by OHA and has members who have familial relationships with 
the Kana’iolowalu Commissioners. What is more alarming about these Imua Hawaiʻi 
comments is that an additional 1,021 exact duplicate Imua postcards were also submitted 
for a grand total of 2,852 comments submitted by Imua Hawaiʻi alone. 

4. Hundreds of oral testimonies in opposition to ANPRM in 2014 were not counted. 

5. There were 54,588 comments and accepted by the DOI for the 2015 NPRM.  The majority 
of these comments were submitted and accepted after the advertised December 30, 2015 
deadline.  In fact, 50,535 were submitted late but were still accepted by the DOI.  An 
anonymous person submitted a suspect petition with 50,475 names most of which were 
taken and used without consent and compiled into a supposed Change.org petition which 
does not exist.  This questionable petition is disconcerting because it claims to represent 
over 50,000 when in fact we could not verify the petition with Change.org nor did any of the 
people we contacted who are listed on that petition have any knowledge of this so called 
petition nor how their names got on this petition. 

6. During the 2015 NPRM there was no effort on the part of the DOI, OHA, Na’i Aupuni, 
Kana’iolowalu or the State to provide education on the Proposed Rule and its implications 
for the Native Hawaiian people and the general public despite requiring comments to be 
specific to the Proposed Rule.  There were only two "Public Meetings by Teleconference" 
scheduled to accept comments with no question and answer session.   

Please do not move this Bill forward as it would be detrimental to the well being and livelihoods of 
hundreds of thousands of Kanaka Maoli – the majority of whom do not support this bill. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
M. Healani Sonoda-Pale 
Chair, KPAC 
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