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BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON OCEAN, MARINE RESOURCES & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 

Hawaii State Legislature, March 14, 2017 

   

Senate Bill No. 1294 

Relating to Native Hawaiian Higher Education 

 

Aloha Chair Ing, Vice Chair Gates, and members of the Committee, 

 

 

The Ka Lāhui Hawaii Political Action Committee (KPAC) supports SB 1294 Relating to Native Hawaiian 

Education. 

 

Kanaka Maoli (aka Native Hawaiians) die a decade sooner than other populations in Hawaiʻi and are more 

likely to die from complications tied to controllable diseases like diabetes and hypertension.  Futhermore, 

Kanaka Maoli students are underrepresented at the University of Hawaiʻi and only 15% of Kanaka Maoli hold 

at least a Bachelor’s degree which is half the average of the general population in Hawaiʻi. 
 

Studies have found that students who are in school activities and interact with faculty members and peers are 

more likely to persist in their education. The health care industry is a growing industry which should 

incorporate the traditional values and practices of Kanaka Maoli (as well as quality nondiscriminatory 

primary care) in order to increase not only the health of Kanaka Maoli in general and but educational 

attainment and economic better of Hawaiʻi’s native people.  

 

KPAC supports the creation of a Health Sciences Academy with a focus on Kanaka Maoli student retention in 

order to address socio-economic and health ailments of the Kanaka Maoli people in their own homeland. 

 

KPAC also asserts that all Kanaka Maoli students attending school in the University System should be 

exempt from paying tuition since many of the colleges and Universities sits on hundreds of acres of stolen 

Hawaiian lands (what was once the crown and government lands of the Hawaiian Kingdom).  No rent is 

currently being paid for these lands to the Kanaka Maoli people. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale 

Chair, KPAC 
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