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BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 

Hawaii State Legislature 

February 14, 2017 

   

Senate Concurrent Resolution 49 

Relating to Hawaiian Language in Private Schools 

 

Aloha Chair Shimabukuro, Vice Chair Galuteria and Members of the Committee, 

 

The Ka Lāhui Hawaii Political Action Committee (KPAC) supports SCR 49 urging private schools in 

Hawai’i to consider offering or continue offering Hawaiian language instruction as an option or an elective in 

their academic curriculum.  

 

Hawaiian Language is the first language of the Hawaiian archipelago and has been an official language of the 

State of Hawaiʻi for nearly 40 years.  Therefore, it is a travesty that of the 107 private schools in Hawai’i the 

majority of them fail to offer Hawaiian language instruction or curriculum despite many free resources and 

learning aids readily available .   

 

There are now approximately 3,000 students enrolled in Hawaiian Immersion schools from pre-k to grade 12 

and hundreds more students enrolled in post-secondary Hawaiian Language courses.  According to the 

Kamehameha Schools study "Culture Based Education and Its Relation to Student Outcomes" (2010), culture 

based education (including Hawaiian Language) have positive outcomes that translate into higher math and 

reading scores for all students, especially Kanaka Maoli students. 

 

The University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa Kawaihuelani school currently offer Bachelor and Master degrees in 

Hawaiian Language while the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo Ka Haka ʻUla o Keʻelikōlani college currently 

offer Master and PhD degrees in Hawaiian Language creating a viable workforce for the growing need for 

Hawaiian instruction. 

 

SCR 49 is a first step in raising the status of the native language of the Hawaiian Archipelago, in providing 

job opportunities for a growing number graduates with college degrees in Hawaiian, and most importantly 

will raise the overall wellbeing of the Kanaka Maoli people. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale 

Chair, KPAC 
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