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E Nā Kumu, nā Haumāna a me nā Limahana o Hawaiʻinuiākea, welina mai kākou. 
 
I would like us to think about the mountain Mauna Kea, Mauna a Wākea and the inspiration she has 
always been and continues to be. As many of us continue our struggle to stop the construction of the 
thirty meter telescope, we must also acknowledge that for Hawaiians, the fight has been not merely 
to confront the forces that have dispossessed us and exploited our ʻāina, but to require these 
institutions that have been imposed upon us by colonizers to recognize our worth and our dignity. 
 
Kanaka Maoli have come in increasing numbers to this university, and unlike in former years, the 
university has encouraged and even facilitated that increase. Kanaka no longer have to argue that we 
belong here, and in fact, there is a growing recognition of the value that our knowledge, ʻike kūpuna, 
brings to the academy. Neither was the mauna considered particularly important to business people 
and politicians for most of the last century until an astronomer grasped its value some 50 years ago. 
 
But we know that there is a value and worth to that mountain that the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources, the university administration and the telescope supporters do not calculate, and is not 
recognized in the latest decision of the high court.  Mauna a Wākea represents the nobility and 
persistence of our people who have suffered the loss of our independence, the sullying of our 
language and culture, and have refused to surrender to the extermination of our sovereignty.  
 
Moreover, our lāhui, with our experience, our courage, persistence and resilience, bring critical 
lessons to a global culture that has produced waste, terror, climate change and a very uncertain future 
for the world.  Indigenous people everywhere are siezing this moment to remind the countries that 
have tried to replace us that our lives, our experience and our knowledges matter, not just to native 
people but to all the inhabitants of the world. 
 
We Kanaka have come to the University of Hawaiʻi not only with the right to learn, but with the 
kuleana to teach.  In the coming months we will be sorely tested as we try and teach this university, 
its leadership, other faculty and students, and ourselves what is majestic about that mountain and 
how that majesty is perpetuated in us. Let us be up to the task. 
 
Ke Aloha 
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