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  BEFORE THE HOUSE WATER, LAND AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 

JANUARY 31, 2020 

 

Senate Bill 2386 

 

Relating to property access 

 

Aloha Chair Yamane, Vice-Chair Todd, and Members of the Committee, 

 

Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Political Action Committee (KPAC) OPPOSES House Bill 2386 which extends 

ancestral gathering, water, and easements rights that belong to Kuleana lands owners to all landlords 

and landowners of private lands - owns in fee simple. 

 

Kuleana lands were a gift from King Kamehameha III to the makaʻāinana or the common people of 

Hawaiʻi.  The Kuleana Land Act of 1850 allowed makaʻāinana to claim the lands they were living 

upon and cultivating.  Despite 170 years of pressure to sell and threats of adverse possession or quiet 

title by large landowners, many Kuleana land owners continue to hang on to their ancestral lands 

which average about an acre in size.  Kanaka Maoli have a genealogical tie to these lands – our 

creation chants recite that the first Kanaka Maoli was born from Wākea (Sky-father) and Papa-

hānau-moku (Earth-mother).  Therefore, the overall well-being of the Kanaka Maoli people is 

intrinsically intertwined with our ancestral lands and our ability to practice our traditional gathering 

and access rights and this is especially true for Kuleana land owners.  There was a historical and 

cultural basis as well as a practical purpose why King Kamehameha III signed the Kuleana Land Act 

of 1850.  He knew that the makaʻāinana lived closest with the land and was going to be given the 

smallest parcels of lands and these gathering, water rights and easement rights provided the common 

people with the resources necessary for life which could not all be found on the lands awarded. 

 

House Bill 2386 is asking to extend these precious rights that are attached to Kuleana lands and were 

given to Kuleana landowners by King Kamehameha III to ALL private landowners - some who may 

not have any ancestral or cultural connection to the lands they acquired and some who may have 

knowingly brought a landlocked parcel and is now seeking a way to gain easement rights.  This is a 

misappropriation and perversion of our cultural and traditional practices and the laws that was set up 

to protect them.  HB 2386 also puts Kuleana land owners at greater risk of having their lands 

swallowed up by private landowners easements and paves the way for finite resources attached to 

Kuleana lands being exploited in a way that only happens when these resources are taken out of 

cultural and historical context. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale 

Chair, KPAC 
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