
BEFORE THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

JULY 26, 2021

Governor's Message No. 1
Relating to the Nomination of Daniel M. Gluck to the Court of Appeals as Associate Judge.

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole, and Members of the Committee,

Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Kōmike Kalai'āina submits the following written testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to 
Governor's Message no. 1 Nomination of Daniel M. Gluck to the Court of Appeals as Associate Judge for a term of 
10 years.

The list of six candidates for the Associate Judge position of the Court of Appeals included three Hawaiian women 
and one Filipino community member, but the Governor picked the only white male on the list who also has the least 
experience practicing law before our courts.

Currently, there are no Hawaiians, Filipinos, Blacks, or Pacific Islands on the appeals courts.  It has been decades 
since there has been any judge of the Native Hawaiian descent on Hawai'i's highest courts - about 30 years for the 
ICA and more than 20 for the Supreme Court.  If Gluck is appointed the majority of the ICA judges would be white 
deciding on issues that are vital for Kanaka Maoli well being that range from water, lands, and traditional and 
customary rights.

Senator Buenaventura framed the issue perfectly in the Star Advertiser article from July 22, 2021 - why would we 
settle for someone with so little experience, when we have others with significantly more experience on the ICA 
short list? 

This is a not about Daniel M. Gluck's personality but about his lack of qualifications and more importantly the 
systemic racism that prevails and works against Kanaka Maoli with his nomination.  Ideally we would like to see 
sitting Justices that reflect the diversity of the broader population of Hawai'i to ensure a fair process for all.  Have 
we learned nothing from history?  The time of the white male oligarchy that overthrew a peaceful Hawaiian nation 
for their own personal financial and political interests is long past.  The Black Lives Matter movement has taught us 
that until there is justice for all races and groups the violence against and criminalization of the most vulnerable in 
our society will continue.  

Its been nearly 129 years since the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom and Kanaka Maoli still own some of 
the worst socio-economic and health statistics in Hawai'i.  The fact that we are still overrepresented in Hawai'i's 
prisons, jails and juvenile detention facilities and we are still being targeted when practicing our traditional and 
customary rights proves that racism is still very prevalent in our judicial system.

Me ka oiai'o,

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale
Public Affairs Officer, Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Kōmike Kalai'āina
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