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February 16, 2021

House Bill 686
RELATING TO "CRITICAL" ELECTRICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.

Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee,

Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Kōmike Kalai'āina submits the following written testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to 
House Bill 686 which would make "trespassing" on the property of "critical" electrical infrastructure a criminal 
class C felony punishable with 5 years imprisonment and a fine of up to $10,000.

The Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Political Action Committee (KPAC) affirms and defends the rights of native Hawaiians and 
their descendants aka Kanaka Maoli.  Kanaka Maoli rights to access lands for traditional, customary, and 
subsistence purposes are recognized in the Hawaii State Constitution (1978) Article XII Section 7 which gives the 
government a duty to “protect all rights customarily and traditionally exercised for subsistence, cultural and 
religious purposes.”  The right to access lands was reconfirmed by the court in the Kalipi vs. Hawaiian Trust (1982) 
case.  The cultural and customary access rights of Kanaka Maoli were further expanded in the courts in the Paty vs. 
Pele Defense Fund (1992) and in the Public Access and Shoreline vs. Hawaii County Planning Commission (1995) 
court decisions. 

This bill criminalizes Kanaka Maoli rights to access lands for traditional, customary, and subsistence purposes and 
provides no accommodations and protections for Kanaka Maoli and initially assumes guilt - putting the burden of 
legal protection of rights upon the Kanaka Maoli people. This coupled with the fact that Kanaka Maoli as a group 
are socio-economically challenged would give undue hardship and stress to the people of the ‘āina (land) especially 
when faced with the possibility of five years' imprisonment and a fine of up to $10,000 for asserting our rights.

Lastly, this bill targets future peaceful protectors of large energy projects like the windmills.  Over the period of 38 
nights starting in mid October, 2019 into November, 2019 there were 206 arrests of peaceful protesters who were 
attempting to stop the transport of eight turbines from Kalaeloa to Kahuku.  The Nā Pua Makani wind farm in 
Kahuku commissioned eight 56 stories tall (taller than the tallest building on Oahu) colossal wind turbines close to 
schools, churches and homes.  In this case the voice of the people was not heard and so drastic steps were taken to 
stop this project approved by the Department Permitting and Planning.  This bill would silence and criminalize any 
peaceful protests of future projects electrical infrastructure projects that jeopardize the health and safety of 
communities.

Respectfully Submitted,

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale
Public Affairs Officer, Ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi Kōmike Kalai'āina
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