
 February 23, 2021

Aloha Pumehana Kia’i Mauna and Supporters,

We are writing this to communicate and clarify Ka Lāhui Hawai'i Kōmike Kalai'āina's position regarding House 
Resolution 33/House Concurrent Resolution 41 which would establish a so-called "Working Group" tasked with 
developing recommendations for a new governance and management structure for Mauna Kea.  The Resolutions 
were introduced by Representative Tarnas and the proposed "Working Group" would be composed of 15 
members,11 of whom would be appointed by the Speaker of the House, Representative Scott Saiki.  Representative 
Saiki recently announced his support for the removal of the University of Hawai’i (UH) from managing Mauna 
Kea, yet continues to support the building the of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) on our sacred mountain.

Ka Lāhui Hawai'i Kōmike Kalai'āina does not support House Resolution 33/House Concurrent Resolution 41 for 
the following reasons:

1. The Resolutions are not written factually correct and therefore could create bad law. Mauna Kea is entirely 
composed of Hawaiian Kingdom Crown and Government lands, and therefore, Native Hawaiians are the right- 
holders and beneficiaries of these lands.

2. The lands from the summit down to the 6,000 foot level are Conservation lands that by law are to be managed by 
the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) for the betterment of the conditions of Native Hawaiians and the 
General Public and in the interest of Conservation for the protection of our lands for our future generations. As 
such, the University is a renter, and therefore it is illegal to allow it to manage Mauna Kea. There is bad 
management due to the fact that BLNR is allowing the UH to manage anything outside of the Observatories.

3. Mismanagement and bad management are only part of the problem because the single greatest threat to Mauna 
Kea, its sacredness, water and all of the lifeforms that live there is further development—period!  There were two 
measures (House Bill 703 and Senate Bill 1299) introduced in the House and Senate that would prohibit further 
development on the Mauna Kea summits.  These measures were vetted by the Mauna Kea Hui and female 
leadership over a period of four months, and over a period of three years nearly 1,500 emails from the public 
requesting hearings for measures prohibiting development on Mauna Kea were sent to the leaders of the House and 
Senate.  Speaker Saiki and Representative David Tarnas ignored the voices of hundreds of Kia'i Mauna and helped 
to kill these measures which called for “no further development.” The Speaker of the House controls which 
committees the measures get sent too and which bills get heard.  If Representative Saiki’s concern for Mauna Kea 
was genuine, he could have supported our bills instead of making sure they never saw the light of day.
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4. The introducer of the Resolutions, Representative Tarnas, and the main convener, Representative Saiki,
of this would-be "Working Group" supports the building of TMT on Mauna Kea.  In fact, in this legislative
session, Representative Tarnas has passed a measure (HB 499) out of his committee that would allow
uncapped lease extensions of Public lands for development, while Representative Saiki introduced a House
measure (HB 344) that would expedite the awarding of a lease on Mauna Kea and the building of TMT by
eliminating the public’s right to a contested case process.  Saiki’s measure was strongly supported by the
major telescopes on Mauna Kea.  The current and past decision making and actions at the legislature of both
Representative Tarnas and Speaker Saiki sows seeds of doubt as to their intentions and the true purpose of
the "Working Group.”

5. The Kia'i Mauna have been successful in stopping attempts to construct telescopes on Mauna Kea both in
court and on the front lines since 2003.  The last attempt to transport TMT building supplies to the summits
in July 2019 was met with an unprecedented galvanizing of thousands of Kia'i, months long peaceful
occupation, and a resounding "no" to any more desecration on Mauna Kea.  Kia'i Mauna have obtained
global support from hundreds of thousands of people of good will from every part of the World as well as
recognizable social, cultural and political leaders such as The Rock, Jason Momoa, US Senator Bernie
Sanders, US Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, US Senator Elizabeth Warren, US Representative
Tulsi Gabbard, Janet Jackson, and many others. Even scientists have come out in support of the Kia’i and
have stated that if TMT was not built 90 percent of the science they wish to achieve could still be obtained.
The response by the State of Hawai'i was the threat of violence and the arrests of 33 kupuna whose trials are
still pending. Peaceful protectors have been arrested, threatened, and their civil and human rights violated all
over just 10 percent of the science the TMT scientist can’t get. State leaders still seek a way forward to build
TMT despite the fact that TMT has yet to raise the 2.4 billion dollars required to build.  This "Working
Group" is being presented as a compromise and a way to bring sides together without removing and
reconciling the injury done to our sacred mountain and its protectors.

6. The only hope of House Resolution 33/House Concurrent Resolution 41 of passing is in the State House.
A House resolution would be ineffective in initiating any real change in regards to who manages Mauna
Kea. To effect change it would require the support of the Governor who appoints the UH Board of Regents
and members of the BLNR as well as the support of the Senate who confirms these appointments.  What’s
more, three years ago a similar idea to remove the UH from the management of Mauna Kea was proposed by
Senator Kai Kahele via Senate Bill 3090.  The House refused to hear the bill which would have removed UH
as a manager of Mauna Kea and would have formed a new Management Authority.  Representative Saiki
was the Speaker of the House then and was key in killing Senator Kahele's bill.  These facts and history
again makes us question whether the true purpose of the proposed "Working Group" is transparent.



7. State leaders who choose to call Kia'i Mauna leaders unreasonable for not wanting to join in this so-called
"Working Group" would be ignoring years of human and civil rights violations against protectors of Mauna Kea by
the State of Hawai'i.  Gaslighting will not change the fact that Native Hawaiians are constantly being threatened
with arrest on our own lands for protecting our most sacred places (like Mauna Kea).  While 'ahu and other
ceremonial things on Mauna Kea have been desecrated and destroyed in violation of the desecration law under
HRS 711-1107, State leaders like Representatives Saiki and Tarnas have silently sat on the side pushing legislation
that would further gag and criminalize Native Hawaiians.

8. The "Working Group" formed by these Resolutions will be stacked against the interests of Kia'i Mauna and is in
not in any way an act of self-determination because the group would be State initiated and created.  It will be
Representative Saiki who will control the discussion and path forward because, according to the way the
Resolutions are written, he will appoint 11 of the 15 members on the working group as well as decide who will be
the Chair.

9. No means no.  Ku Kiaʻi Mauna!  Hundreds of thousands of Kia'i Mauna have made their voices heard in
opposition to the building of TMT on Mauna Kea. What is unreasonable and frankly an affront to Kia'i Mauna is
the spending of $30 million taxpayer dollars for law enforcement used against peaceful protectors on Mauna Kea
in the last fiscal year and the continued budgeting of public monies by the State to financially support a private
industry, the desecration of sacred sites, and the violations of human and civil rights.

We hope this history, facts and analysis have helped to inform your decision making on whether or not you want to 
support House Resolution 33/House Concurrent Resolution 41.   Ka Lāhui Hawai'i Kōmike Kalai'āina will be 
submitting testimony in opposition to the Resolutions stating the aforementioned reasons.

Me ka ʻoiai'o,

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale
Public Relations Officer, Ka Lāhui Hawai'i Kōmike Kalai'āina
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